masterworks

AN ARTISAN FORGES HIS
CAREER IN IRON BY NODDING
TO THE TRADITIONAL WHILE
DEVELOPING NEW METHODS

CLOCEWTSE FROM ABOVE: A st of Indian-
head fire teals. Thumb-latch hardware for
the entry doors of an Arts & Crafts homas in
Calwmbus, Ohido. This follate scrall ample
froem the sarly dayi of Bokenkamp's Forge
il rests in the shop window, Mark
Bokenkamp illustrates the formation of a

striking iron in ohio

scroll, beginning with its curve over the UNLIKE MAMY AETISAMS (M THE
wdpe of an anwil. SEE RESOURCES, PAGE 112 United Stares, Mark Bokenkamp has
never relied on a day job to support his
are. For 3 years, in good and bad
umes, he has worked solely a3 2 black-
wrmiith Lettange started was a challenge
In fus furst year of busaess, J‘lnul-.n'n}.,u'nr
nodes that his kitchen garden put more
tocd on the table than the revenue
bromn his commissions, But persever
ance i3 inherent in the character and
craft of the blacksmuth

Consider the process of forging
iron: Unlike cast iron that is poured

mto a mald and set, wrought iron is

crafted by hand. “Basic ally every I'!'.lll!.:

L II i I.ll\.'-|1 I:""- h AITENEET |I|_._'\__ I"'»;'1'.q,| 1,

and twisting,” Bokenkamp explains,

bing won as "3 Auid medium

e

that one s “free to shape.”
When the design emerges and the

PHCE ools from emperatares as |||._{||



i 2 HH degrees Fahrenheitr, the
reative imipuilse 15 reconded i one
i the worldy stronpest materials
Bk eaikoan |il.' terst prolesssomal
experience 35 3 blacksmith was in
1974 at the newly opened Village
of the Ohhao Historical Society. The
'-'.”i!.:l\. W a4 ornber Bog II'-'Ii|_'_ ||I
Loy, employing weavers, gursnuths,
cabinetmakers, and other crafie
to portray the artisans typacal of an
|8l Crhso county scat
It was

refined hn torging skills, creating

there that Bokenk LTI
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COHEOE I DTErsIss, and ||-.-r-.| SENEES,

WHEN THE DESIGN EMERGES, THE CREATIVE
IMPULSE IS RECORDED IN SOLID IRON

TP LEF T: Bokenkamp with the tools of the trade: a hammer and a pair of tongs.
ABOVE: This leal and stem are lormed rem a uniferm bar of iron slightly thicker
than the stem. The stem b hammersd out towesrd the head, forcing the sacess
material 1o addumulate in o mats, which iy then shaped into a leal. Becauss of
the material's inharant pladticity when heated. Anothing reeds 1a be sdded or
taken away. RIGHT, TOP TO BOTTOM: A detall of a fire-tool handle In the Fform af
& ladian-head iilhouette with brass Inlay accenti. Several al a veriés of wall
sconoes in progress, deslgned and commissioned by architect Cols Smidth and
destined for a building in Dallas. & pair of candiesticks, each composed of five
sEparats pletei thal were seamleisly forge-welded, The chalt of the candle-
sticks is made not by looping the lren, bt rather by splitting the metal with a
chitel and rejaining it &t the base 1o create the final product,




wihitle -.'.'-.|.': MR thie sl PrGCCss
o nnmeunn visitors, | CAVINE the
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iz craft, H-l:-Ll_IIL.I.IIII,'I foundad his
(A -!:|-|1 '.'1-|-LL'||L.|.||||1'- F'-.'-r!;n'_ i
1976w the rural ouwskins of
Coblumbus, Ol

Since then, H-.IL-.'||'|-..'||||'|1 has fulled
Many Comnissions r.llI |r-.*||1.'.-.1r|-'.
Has original, hand 1-.'r-.'-|.|-!:||‘. ||r-.:|_-s'.-.
include lightng fixoures, wine-cellas
gates, cutlery, and weather vanes, as
wiell as decorative hardware

He mixes formal and naturalistis

Eale, fence, or other architectural
dtructune H“!"""“L"”'i' also waorks in
E| |!|.i-','_||!'-.' ||._-.|iq.||._-._|_. LF .t;lll!i-.m.nl Taile (10
remuniscent of 18th-century § ||!:||.-.||
IOAWOTE Fasters i ||u||:|'.|: 1L olbert
Bakewell at Melbowrne Hall and

Jean Tijou at Hampton Court

*Ouite otten, Il sl book ar o
dittonal work because the job has w
fit within a eraditional style)” he says,

Wharever Bokenkamps

preces take, the products of his forge

torm

and hammer posses a refinement ol

technique and a thougheful arostry

formis, such as an mon vine of @ctle that can only result from a hifetdime

leaves and tendrils clinging o a cormmitment o his erate, )

TOF RRGHT: One of a pair of anvils at the Forge upon
which each plece is hammered. bent, and twisted into
shape, ABOVE LEFT: One of Bokenkamp's seven-year
ald twin daughters, Annalise, has & quiet mament,
ABOVE: & set of kitchen uteniils that includes five
e and & wall mosnt, ending In teo Hessian soldien,
Each plecs b sxgquisitely plerced, brazs inlaid, and
engraved. The utensils sre refined by (ling away the
rough, kammened surfsce to reveal unblemished steel
and brass. The pleces also feature moaldings and
engraved monograms. LEFT: Bokenkamp's daughters,
Katherine and Annalise, play on the Forge’s grounds.



